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THE BIBLE AND THE SCIENCES. 


A REPLY TO COLONEL INGERSOLL. 


BY IJ X. 8. 


ANOTHER attack upon religion in gen- 
eral, and Christianity and the Bible in 
icular, has been made by Colonel 


rsoll in an article headed: The | the 


Divided Household of Faith,” which 
appears * the 2 American Re- 
view for ear. 

The article . in statements 
so unreasonable and so much at vari- 
ance with well established facts, that 
it is a wonder the Colonel would risk 
his reputation by stamping his name 
upon them. For instance, he says: 

Tou will find in our sacred 


„the geology, the 
of the 
Page 152. 
* At the intel- 
world that inspired wri 
translated, did not 


books 
hy, and 


These are only a few specimens of 
the numerous groundless assertions of 
the author. ike the evil spirits in 
lac, they are Legion, be- 
cause they are many,” and as there is 
not one vestige of truth in them, I 
must deny them in toto. 

To understand Colonel Ingersoll 
correctly, his mode of reasoning must 
— ully He the 
selfishness, the hypocrisy, the bigotry, 
the stupidity — the rascality, igno- 
rance and ce of the pseudo- 


the | churches of the world. So far he is 


right. But no farther. If he would 
confine himself to chastizing the mil - 
lions of fools who pretend to be Chris- 
tians, he would be entitled to the a 
pense of every wise man in the world. 
e might earn for himself the sur- 
name of Scren Kierkegaard the Se- 
cond. But he goes too far. He at- 
tacks the Bible and God in heaven, 
as if these were responsible for the 
sins of men. This is the great fault 
of our author. In his eagerness to 


| — garden of the wands, be tram- 


truth.“ — Page 18 
I anything can be established by ana- 
for many millions of age. 155. 

The inspired — 
the sciences, knew nothing of the origin of 

race. er creed. 10. 
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of war is mere vandalism. He might 
with propriety adopt the motto of 
those Islington rioters who had in- 
scribed upon their flag: “Down with 
everythink!” for this seems to be the 
chief characteristics of his polemics. 

It is not ible, within the limits 
of this article, to expose the fallacy of 
each of our author's assertions separ- 
ately, but by examining the chief 
points, I think it will be sufficiently 
clear to the honest reader that the 
Bible is safe, and that our author has 
not been more successful than any of 
his predecessors in proving the word 
of God to be a fraud. 

Judging from the outward appear- 
ance, you would think that one shot 
from the Colonel’s big gun would blow 
the Bible into small atoms. 
is only appearance, as I hope to be 
able to show. 

THE CHARGE. | 

Our author informs us that the 
“church” has “disputed every step, 
denied every fact, resorted to every 
device that cunning could suggest 
(p. 154), in order to defeat the various 
sciences, and that she has now “ been 
compelled substantially to abandon 
first, the astronomy of the sacred 
Scripures; second, the geology; third, 
the account of the origin of man; 
fourth, the doctrine of original sin, the 
fall of the human race; fifth, the 
mathematical contradiction known as 
the Trinity; sixth, the atonement; 
seventh, that the miraculous is either 
the misunderstood or the impossible; 
eighth, that the Bible is not inspired 
in its morality; and ninth, the divin- 
ity of Christ” (page 169). 
_ This is the charge, and contains 
indeed multum in parvo. It will be 
observed that our author has been in 
such a hurry in drawing up this 
— that he has even forgotten the 
simplest rules of English grammar. 
For when be tells us that the church 
has been compelled to abandon “ that 
the miraculous is either the misunder- 
stood or the impossible;” or, abandon 
“that the Bible is not inspired in its 
morality,” he evidentiy means exactly 
the coutrary of what he says. I point 
this out merely to indicate the general 
reliability of our author. 
: BIBLE ASTRONOMY. 

So the church has uow been com- 
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But this | cussed 


pelled to abandon the astronomy of 


the sacred Scriptures? It is hard to 
know what the term The astronomy 
of the sacred Scriptures” means. For 
in reality there never was such a thing 
as the astronomy of the Scriptures. 
The Bible does not teach astronomy. 
It advocates no peculiar theory of the 
origin of the heavenly — be of 
their relation to each other, beyond 
ascribing everything both in the hea- 
vens and the earth to God as the cre- 
ator and preserver of all things. 

But although the Bible does not 
treat on astronomy, strictly speaking, 
yet the earth, the sun and the stars 
are often referred to in connection 
with other subjects. 

The question, therefore, to be dis- 

is: Does the Bible refer to 
these bodies in such a way as to indi- 
cate that the authors knew them, or 
are they referred to in such terms as 
to warrant an infidel in saying that 
the astronomy of the Bible is the 
astronomy of the ancient barbarians? 
A few facts will suffice to vindicate 
the truth. 

The“ ancient barbarians” had very 
peculiar ideas. In Greek and Latin 
philosophy, the heavens were a solid 
vault over the earth (a firmamentum 
or stereoma), a sphere studded with 
stars, as Aristotle called them. The 
sages of Egypt held that the world 
was formed by the motion of air and 
the upward course of flame. Plato 
seems to think that the earth was an 
intelligent being. Empedocles ad vo- 
cated the existence of two suns. In 
the Hindoo philosophy the earth is 
represented as a flat — com- 

of seven stories, the whole rest - 
ing on elephants, which, when they 
shake themselves, cause earthquakes. 
But the authors of the Bible speak 
of the earth as an orb, suspended on 
nothiag. 

“Tt is he that sitteth upon the circle 

iterally globe) of the earth, and the inha- 

itants are as grasshoppers” (Isa. xl, 22). 

He stretched out the north over the 
empty and hangeth the earth upon 

(Job xxvi, 7). 


When they s of the stars, 


yet dependent, material, obedient 


2222 
bodies. 11 
Lift up your eyes on high, and behold 
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17). 

This last comparison would be non- 
dense, if the stars were not innumer- 
able. But the author knew it, and 
had not learned it from the “ ancient 
barbarians” either. For Hipparchus 
counted no more than 1,022, and Ptol- 


emy only 1,026 stars in all. The au- 
thor of Genesis was evidently familiar 
with the fact so beautifully expressed 


by Sir John Herschel, after he had 
surveyed the heavens with its stars 
and nebulae God has scattered 
them like dust through the immensity 


of space. 

But I feel that the expression in 
Joshua x, 13, will be pointed out as 
contradicting science: “The sun stood 
still.“ At least this expression was 
formerly thought sufficient to kill the 
whole Bible, that is, before the dis- 
covery was made that the sun really 
is moving as well as the earth. When 
it once had been established that the 
sun is moving, too, the supposition 
became very probable that the arrest 
of the course of the sun was the pri- 

cause of the arrest of the course 
of the earth, and Joshua’s expression 
was seen to be correct. It is remark- 
able that the arrest of the course of 
the moon is ey 2 iu. 2 
passage, as an indication, I think, that 
the inspired author knew the true 
connection between these bodies—the 
sun, the earth and the moon. 

As soon as the fact had been dis- 
covered that the sun was a moving 
body, efforts were made to find the 
central point of its course. And Alcy- 
one, a star in the Pleiades, has been 

inted out as this centrum. Now, 


in the book of Job, xxxviii, 31, the 


uestion is put: “ t thou bind 
the sweet influences of Pleiades?” 
And oriental scholars inform us that 
the word used for “ Pleiades” is de- 
rived from a root the meaning of 
which is an axle round which some- 
thing turns, The very words used in 
the Bible are evidences of their divine 


rom these few which could 


assertion that 
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the astronomy of the Bible must be 
or has been abandoned.” 
BIBLE GEOLOGY. 

In speaking of gevlogy, one fact 
must be remembe which seems to 
have escaped the notice of Col. Inger- 
soll, namely, that geology is yet a 
science in infancy. It has not yet 
spoken its last word. The gevlogists 
are chiefly gathering facts and trying 
to arrange them. Many theories have 
already been advanced and again 
abandoned. And many more will 
meet the same fate before ultimate 
conclusion can be reached. 

But if geology is summoned as a 
witness in the present case, its testi- 
mony is for, not against, the Bible, 
One of its clearest lessons is the re- 
centness of the “ last great geological 
change.” The present state of the 
globe cannot date much farther back 
than 6,000 yeurs. In this assertion I 
am supported by Saussure, Cuvier 
and De Luc. 

When our author speaks of the 
“ geology” of the —— he means, 
apparently, the account of the crea- 
tion as given by Moses. This ac- 
count is not true, he says. 

Let us then compare this account 
with the now extensively accepted 
theory of the origin of this earth. 

Science supposes that matter ex- 
isted previous to our solar system as 
gether, without form and non-lumin- 
ous. 

Moses: Abd the earth was with- 
out form, and void, and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep.” 

Out of this ther the worlds were 
formed, and other worlds were pre- 
vious to our solar system. 

Moses: “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth,” 
placing the creation or the formation 
of the stars before the earth. 

The first appearance of organized 
matter was in the form of /uminous 
nebula, which further condensed into 
suns and planets, 

Moses: “And God said, Let there 
be light.” 

As the earth cooled, some of the 
surrounding gases combined and form- 
ed the air and water. 

Moses: And God said, Let there 
be au expansion (Firmament is not 
the correct rendering of the Hebrew 


that bei 
eth out their host by num 
them all by names” (Isa. xl, 26). 

** As the stars of heaven and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore” (Gen. xxii, 
be multipli the reader can 
2 


Rakiah. It means, what is expand- 


ed. 
en the earth further cooled, 
t convulsions took place, which 
—— the rocks and raised them 
sea, forming mountains, 
lands and — 
Moses: And „God said, Let the 


land appear 
“ia the — * forms of vegetable 
life appeared, followed by flowering 
lants with naked coni- 
ers, and.also by plants a low 
order of fruit.” 

2 “And God said, Let the 

forth grass (literall 

— — sproutage’), — the her 
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yield- 
og frat al this time the earth had been 
— = by vapor and the climate 
ual over the whole surface. But 

mists subside, and the rays 
of the sun, the moon, and the stars 
appear tor te times and seasons, 

oses: d God said, Let there 
be lights in — firmament of heaven, 
and let them be for signs and seasons. 

After this great event many fresh 
species of marine animals a ap 
and the ocean swarmed with life, an 
birds, traces of which are first found 
in New Red Sandstone. 

— — and 
waters bring abundantly, an 
fowl that may fly above the earth.” 


In the — strata of Lias, 
leciosaurus are 


“And God created great 
2 monsters). 


— t 


whales 
Next appear enormous 


as Megalosaurus, Iguanodon, an 
otherium. 

Moses: And God made the beasts 
of the earth after his kind.” 

Cattle came next and appeared be- 
fore man, in the Post-Pliocene period. 
Beas : “And cattle after their 

According to Agassiz the principal 
flowers, fruit, trees, and cereals ap- 
only before man, the 

hest and last created form of ani- 


E „And God created man.” 


As far as our present — 
goes, no fresh species of — or ani- 
tor man. 


mals have been created af 
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Moses: gd ended His work.mhieh 


he had made. 
r. in 
with Science,” from 
is con 


densed. 
It will be seen clearly by that 
Moses follows very strictly K. order 
which eminent geologists now main- 
tain to be the correct one. If 
still are points on which the Bible and 
science seem to points 
will be cleared up when science has 
thered more facts, and when we 
ow better the real hye of the 
Bible. The word of God science 


will not except os a result of 


misunderstanding. 

This remark applies particularly to 
the word “day” (Hebrew Jom) in the 
account of the creation. Thatit often 
stands for any period of time, whether 
long or short, is certain; but in what 
sense Moses used it in this acoount 
remains yet to be ascertained. And 
when it has been ascertained the diffi- 
culty will be solved. 

hen we note how Moses in every 
particular follows the correct order of 
creation ; how he distinguishes be- 
tween un ized matter — the 
formation the earth; — 
heaven as boundless space or expan- 
sion ; as prior to and 


admit that the account is i 
God. 1 — can ex the 
knowledge of 
ORIGIN OF MAN. 
On this subject the to 


count of creation of 
dust of the 
rib of the I 7 
gre * the story of the 
en, the serpent, the fall and 
expulsion— these must be 
because they are vital (page 155). 
— although the Church “cannot aad 
are not” give these, 
160 we that — 
“within a few 
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1 science alone can a we must 
found. 
M 
cannot and dare not give up the ac- 
doctrines. This is slight con- 


The of the Colonel is that 
the Bible does notallow man sufficient 
time for his existence here upon the 
earth. “Man existed upon th 


know now... t people not 
only existed before 
they exi in a 
state” (page 155). 

No, sir! We do not “know” any 
such thing. 


0 
makes the time from the creation to 


— the vital point of the question, the 


‘ We believe in the 292822 
pretation of t — 
of the Rnglish language, 
cansed any misunderstanding 
tot 


This last statement will be best 
illustrated by the fact that at least 
four different systems of chronology 
claim to be correct. Archbishop Usher 


the birth of our Savior 4,004 years 
Septuagint gives 5,508; Josephus, 
according to Hales, 5,411; and mo- 
dern Jews only 3,760 years. 

The exact date of man’s a ce 
upon the earth can probably be ascer- 
tained neither by geologists nor by 
chronologists. This is, therefore, a 

uestion they need not quarrel about. 
at can be is, that a man 
was created last of all, and that since 
the advent of man no additional 


es has appeared. And in this, 
Bible and science agree. 


DOCTRINES. 
Colonel Ingersoll thinks that the 
Church has abandoned the doctrine of 
the Fall, the Atonement, the Trinity, 
and the divinity of as well as 
the miracl 


To this I will only say that the true 

Church has not abandoned one single 
doctrine taught her by inspired m 
nor is she ashamed to defend any 


the miraculous gifts just as much as 
the Church formerly. 
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darth lionso 
The Scriptures give to man a re- 
cent origin, and kota accuracy in this 
1 by the ascertained state 
of earth’s surface and by the monu- 
ments ef antiquity,”— JoszrH ANGUS. 
volumes upon the important and in- 
teresting subject of man’s advent; they 
noth 
It would, : presumptuous 
Sanum Koos, 
This is exactly what we know.“ 
We that we as yet 
of the Bi the“ re 
sumptuous” assertion of those who 
“ know ” But it seems 
that any ts by the Colonel 
exalted to the dignity of certainty, 
pore it can be turned against the | them. : 
Bible. Whether this is honesty or Many absurd doctrines have been 
not, the reader may decide. coined by the world and again aban- 
I will quote another passage from | doned. And many infidels have 
Dr. — Kinns :— always been found to abandon y 
“And does science confirm this (the | thing. 
— ateount 3 advent upon — e 
earth noble endowmen existed, rofessed and de- 
coos the word casted’ end sab | fended the truth in all its bearings 
— — The true Church, the Church of 
“Fossil apes are found in abundance. | Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, to- 
Even as far back as the Miocene period believes in miracles and claims 
rach aximals lived, and 
number of links to connect maz 
that of present race. I say in whateve | 
sve come Ot 
in reference to the of main’s first 17 sal- 
which te wines the dake were to fellow, 
— Dever beck than has been generally where one was 
od. This, however, will uot affect de; where one 
the authenticity of the Bila — P. 
are no 
n —— and 22 „Miracles are necessary for the existence 
ot ‘who have ‘put for- | of the Ohristian Charch.”—Onrsow Prartr. 
ward the 6,000 years.” Bible Saints never ved in apy ‘other 


than an of miracles, visions, and 
— 2X. that true Saints 7 never 
would live in any other age. They knew 
that the Gospel could not be communicated 
to any people of any age without revelation; 
a 14 revelation is no gospel.— 
Orson SPENCER. 

These quotations show whether the 
Church, as Ingersoll asserts, has aban- 
doned her belief in the “miraculous.” 

I think not. 
BIBLE MORALITY. 

The objection of Colonel Ingersoll 
to the Bible on account of its cruelty, 
I think I have answered in my criti- 
cism of the Colonel’s Reply to Mr. 
Gladstone, and also the objection 
founded on slavery. To this criticism, 
which recently — in the Deseret 
Evening News, I therefore now refer 
the reader. 

In the article now under considera- 


is. If there is anything calculated to 
troy home, to do away with human love, to 
blot out the idea of family life, to cover the 


e with nts, it is the institu- 
tion of polygamy. e Jehovah of the Old 
Testament was a believer in that institu- 


tion” (page 157). 
I suppose the Colonel wrote this 
paragraph merely to tease and torment 


the poor priests, who pretend not to | ; 


believe in polygamy. 
The paragraph is a funny effort in 
the direction of the pathetic, a ridicu- 


lous attempt at an argumentem ad 


hominem. Just fancy the “hearth- 
stone” covered with “serpents” as a 
result of polygamy. I would think 
children would be more likely to crawl 
round the hearthstone than serpents. 
But, to leave the funny side of the 
paragraph, let me say as a vindication 
of the honor of God, that the laws He 
gave Israel were all good and admir- 
ably adapted to the conditions of the 
people. They show his knowledge of 
the human heart, his love and wisdom 
in every particular, and they were all 


ything on earth is immoral, that 
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intended for the advancement, tem- 


porally and spiritually, of his chosen 


people. 
CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENOE. 

I must conclude by a few remarks 
on the true attitude of Christianity 
towards science. 

Colonel Ingersoll asserts that “The 
Church” has denied everything. 

By “the Church” the author means 
the bigoted monks and priests, and so 
far his assertion is true. 

But it is not true as far as the true 
Church is concerned. The Church 
has always hailed every newly dis- 
covered truth with joy and accepted 
every fact with satisfaction. But she 
has demanded truths and facts, not 
conjectures and assertions. : 

his for two reasons: 

First, because the Church knows 
that every truth is from God, no mat- 
ter who announces it. In its nature 
of truth it comes from God. 


„Truth is knowledge of things as they 


fore they avoided it all they could. 
But the Church never took this view. 
She holds that everything in nature 
from the smallest insect to the most 
brilliant star in the heavens is God’s 
work, God's poems,” as Paul puts it. 

Hence, Christianity and true science 
have always been and will always be 
true frien The one is the comple- 
ment of the other. Both will assist 
each other in Tr — the chil- | 


dren of God, to a t knowledge of 
God and consequent exaltation. For 
to know God is life eternal. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 
The Congress of the United States is, very sensibly, considering the advisability of 
enacting a bill making it unlawful for anyone to supply cigarettes or tobacco in any form 
to boys under sixteen years of age. It is backed by numerous physicians who emphati- 
cally assert that the habit of smoking, cigarettes especially, rapidly destroys the vitality 


of the growing youth. 
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tion our author bas a paragraph on 
polygamy. Here it is :— 
“Tf 
‘ are, and as they were, and as they are to 
come ; and whatsoever is more 4 than 
was & m 
of Truth ic of God * (Book of Boa and 
Cov. xciii, 24-26). 
Secondly, because she knows and 
scognizes the fact that the creation 
s God’s work. 
The early gnostics thought that 
matter was the abode of evil. There- 
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The loes of over 300 lives has resulted from the eruption, at the latter end of July, 
of an old volcano called Mayon, in the Phillipine Islands. Several hundred houses 
were destroyed. 

Humanity is an afflicted race with the errors and casualties of a material civilization. 
In the United States there are 33,878 deaf mutes, 48,928 blind, 70,595 prisoners, 76,895 
idiots, 88,665 paupers, 91,997 insane. 

The rapid spread of the yellow fever epidemic has caused quite a panic at many 
places in the Southern States of America. Numerous fresh cases and many additional 
deaths have occurred at Jacksonville. 

A man up in Wisconsin has succeeded in tempering brass and copper. He makes 
edged tools of these metals that are superior to the finest tools made of steel. He 
has on exhibition, it is said, at Winneconne, in that State, brass knives and axes 
that will cut seasoned hemlock knots without turning the edge. 

Exhibitions used to be an event in a decade; now they can be counted by the dozen in 
a year. In 1892 an immense exhibition is to be held in New York in celebration of the 
400th anniversary of the discovery of America by Christopher Columbus. It will be 
exclusively American, and a portion of it is intended to be made into a permanent 
institution memorialising the progress of the great world in the West. 

The London Daily Telegraph once more directs the attention of the public to what 
it believes are the inefficient armaments of England, and sums up the question of 
unpreparedness for war as follows :—‘‘Is the national armament to-day in a safe, 
forward, or satisfactory condition? The answer of the Duke of Cambridge, Lord 
Wolseley, Admiral Hornby, Lord Charles Beresford, and nearly all eminent. military 
and naval experts is No.’ Put in another form this means that our commerce could 
be destroyed and our homes put in jeopardy if England were suddenly forced into 
war with any first-class Power,” 

The lost tribes of Israel have turned up in the New World, according to the 
Albany Sunday Press. Some railway engineers surveying in the Tennessee mountains 
came upon a cave with a Hebrew inscription over the entrance. On exploring the 
interior, the cave was found to expand into a great amphitheatre, occupied by over 
five thousand skeletons of warriors, clad in brass armor, and reclining on their pon- 
derous shields. Apparently they were the remains of men killed in battle, and 
brought there for burial, while a mass of manuscript in a large brass box close by 
gave an account of their wanderings, identifying the skeletons with the missing 
Israelites. 

The London Standard of September 3rd indulged in the following belligerent expres- 
sions :—‘“‘It will be well for the President and Government of the United States to 
remember that Canada is a Dependency of the British Government, and that, if the 
‘necessity should unfortunately ariso, she has behind her the guns of the English ironclads. 
If our American cousins fail to understand this allusion ; if —in deference to the tone 
of coarse brutality which seems to be the distinguishing feature of their domestic 
 politics—they invite us to reply to their insults and to their invectives in a strain 
that they will comprehend, perhaps we may be allowed to recall to their recollection the 
affair of the Trent, in which the ‘ British Lion’ came off by no means second best.” 


Mr. Edison’s latest is a “‘ loud-speaking phonograph.” In the experiments which led 
to the production of what has recently been referred to as the “‘ perfected phonograph,” 
its inventor sought only distinctness of articulation combined with the power of multi- 
plied reproduction. These results were obtained with astonishing perfection, as demon- 
strated by the first phonograph” which reached England a few weeks ago; but with 
this apparatus the reproductions were audible only to one person at a time and only 
through the medium of a connecting-tube between the instrument and the ear. ‘‘Second 
phonograph ” has now reached England, and is so constructed as to admit of the previous 
records of either speech or music being reproduced, and that when so desired it may be 
heard by a roomfull of people without any mechanical connection between them and the 
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REPENTANCE. 

CHAP. u. 

— 
Sometuine of the importance of the subject of repentance, as connected with 
the Gospel, may be learned from the stress laid upon it by those who have 
been sent of God to instruct the people in the way of life. The burden of 
John the Baptist’s teaching was: “ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” (Matt. iii, 2). Jesus also told the people of Jerusalem that except 
they repented they should perish (Luke xiii, 1—5). When upon the Western 
Continent among the Nephites, He also taught repentance as one of the con- 
ditions to salvation, saying to them: Whosoever will hearken to my words, 
and repenteth and is baptized, the same shall be saved” (m Nephi xxiii). 
And, of course, it follows that those who repented not and were not’ bap- 
tized could not be saved. When the apostles who were chosen in Judea 
gan the execution of the commission given them to go and teach ‘all nations, 
the very first thing they commanded those who received their words to do 


11 


was that they should repent (Acts ii, 37, 88). Paul — ae 
God winked at sin in the days of ignorance, still when the Gospel was de- 
clared unto the people, God commanded man everywhere to repent. And in 


- forever precede a forgiveness of sins. He who is impenitent is in no condi- 
tion to receive a forgiveness of sins, he does not desire it, he would not re- 
ceive it, he refuses to surrender; and however much men and angels thay 
- deplore his state of mind, one cannot concéive how God would ‘fotgive 23 
one in open rebellion to Him and His law, and who persists in that rel 
lion. Not until the spirit is humbled, not until the heart throbs with genuine 
sorrow. for repeated violations of God's holy law, not until the citadel of sin 
is surrendered, can man hope for forgiveness or expect salvation. 


“We know that all men must repent and believe on the name of Jesus 
Christ, . . or they cannot be saved in the kingdom of God” (Doc. 
& Cov., sec. XX, 29). 
From these Scriptures it is evident that repentance is one of the conditions 
of salvation, and, indeed, reason no less forcibly than revelation would teach 


But what is repentance? I shall venture as a definition, that it is a deep 
and heartfelt sorrow for sin, producing a reformation of life. That is the 

of the word to my mind as associated with the Gospel, and I 
think such a definition arises from the spirit, and I may say, the letter of the 
Scriptures. “Repent and turn yourselves from your transgressions; s0 
iniquity shall not be your ruin. Cast away from you all your transgressions, 
whereby ye have transgreased; and make you a new heart and a new spirit, 
for why will ye die, O house of Israel?’ (Ezekiel xviii, 30,31). Such was the 
word of the Lord to Israel through the Prophet Ezekiel. I call the attention 
of the reader to the fact that the idea of turning away from transgression, 
and making a new heart and a new spirit, or, in other words, a reformation of 
life, is associated with the commandment to repent, and forms part of it. 
Paul wrote an epistle to the Corinthian Saints, reproving them for their 
sins, and his sharp reproofs filled them with sorrow. In a subsequent epistle 
to the same people, and alluding to the effect of his former epistle, he said: 
“Though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent . . . I rejoice, 
not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed unto repentance: for ye 
were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us 
in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death” (2 Cor. vii, 8—10). 
From this passage it appears that Paul recognized two kinds of sorrow, or 


ducing a reformation of life. It leads him who stole to steal no more, him 
who got drunk to get drunk no more, and him who blasphemed the name of 
God to do so no more, and so on as to all things in which man violates the 
several principles of righteousness. 

It is written in James: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God and he will draw nigh 
to you. Oleanse your hands ye sinners, and purify your hearts ye double 
minded. Be afflicted and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord and He shall lift you up” (James iv, 7—10). Because of the stress here 


— 
to be afflicted, that they have overlooked the weightier matters—sinners 


cleansing their hands, purifying their hearta, resisting the devil and drawing 
nigh unto God; these ought they to have done, and yet not leave undone the 
others—the weeping and mourning—inasmuch as it arises from a deep and 
heartfelt conviction of sinfulness. But at present there is too much of what 
Paul would call “ worldly sorrow” mixed up with the idea of repentance. 


Too much mourning over sin, and yet running into temptation; an excess of 
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repentance, one of which has need to be repented of, because unfruitful of 
reformation, and therefore not profitable in the way of salvation—the sorrow 
of the world which worketh death. On the other hand is godly sorrow or 
repentance which bringeth salvation, known to both men and angels, aye, 
and likewise to God by the fruit it bears—good works, forsaking evil, pro- 

| Scribes of old, who tithed mint and anise and cummin, but omitted the 
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lamentation and not enough of turning away from evil, in a word, the sor- 
row of the world, which worketh death, is too prevalent—how weary must 
be the old, old story to God and angels, as well as tu men—we have done 
those things we ought not to have done, and have left undone those things 
we ought to have done. The sorrow of the world, the sorrow which worketh 
death, is too common, and too generally accepted for genuine repentance. 
The latter may be known and distinguished from the former by its being ac- 
companied by a reformation of life, a turning away from that which is evil— 
the kind of repentance required in the Gospel—the only kind that will be 
accepted of God, or that savors of salvation. 

God, whom we esteem as a Being in whom all the fullness of perfection 
dwells, must ever be more pleased with the substance of worship or repent- 
ance, than with the forms pertaining to it, and this is abundantly proven by 
instances recorded in Holy Writ. 

In the days of Israel’s captivity in Babylon, Sherezer and Regem-melech 
and their men went up to Jerusalem as messengers to inquire of the prophets 
and priests in the house of the Lord if Israel, while in captivity, should keep 
the fast of the fifth month, and weep, separating themselves as they had 
hitherto done. In answer to their inquiries the word of the Lord came 
through the Prophet Zechariah, and he asks: “ When ye fasted and mourned 
in the fifth and seventh month, even these seventy years, did ye at all fast 
unto me, even tome? And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, did not 
ye eat for yourselves and drink fur yourselves? Should ye not hear the words 
which the Lord hath cried by the former prophets, when Jerusalem was inha- 
bited and in prosperity, and the cities thereof round abvut her, when men 
inhabited the south and the plain.” 

He reminds them that through the former prophets He had commanded 
Israel to execute true judgment, to show mercy and compassion every man 
to his brother, to oppress not the widow and the fatherless, the stranger or 
the poor, to let none imagine evil in his heart against his brother. But these 
things they neglected to do, and the Lord permitted their enemies to scatter 
them among strange nations. In the days of their prosperity they forgot 
God, and therefore in the day of their adversity He helped them not, and 
they were prevailed against and humbled. 

As a final answer to these messehgers, however, the Lord said these words: 
“ These are the things which ye shall do; speak ye every man the truth to 
his neighbor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates; and 
let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love no 
false oath: for all these are things which I hate, saith the Lord.” And then 
the Lord, on condition of their doing this, promises them The fast of the 
fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the 
fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheer- 
ful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace” (Zech. chapters vii & viii). 

Surely, after the spirit of this circumstance is carefully considered, it 
will be admitted that I am right in my statement God is more pleased 
with the substance of repentance than with the weeping and mourning 
attendant upon it—wmore satisfied with the reformation of the sinner than 
with his affliction. 


* 
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Then, how reasonable and righteous is this law of repentance? When 
one guilty of violating the laws of heaven desires forgiveness, the very 
least thing that can be expected of him is that he will refrain from doing 
those things which constituted his offence, and will form an honest resolu- 
tion to refrain from evil, and will seek for the grace of God, for power 
from Him to carry the good resolve into execution. Moreover, repentance 
is chiefly beneficial to him who practices it. The commandment from God 
to repent, always given in connection with the declaration of the Gospel, is 
really nothing more than an invitation to do one’s self a kindness. It can 
only be an abomination to fools to depart from evil. It is written also 
that Righteousness exhalteth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people” 
(Proverbs of Solomon); and as it is with nations, so it is with individuals. 

Again the voice of inspiration says: As righteousness leadeth to life, so 
he- that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death” (Proverbs of Solomon). 

To repent, then, means to turn aside from the path which leads to death, 
and choose that which leads to life—to life eternal. And while the angels in 
heaven may rejoice over one who turns from the error of his ways, yet the 
chief good arising from the reformation of the sinner is reaped by himself. 
Since God, then, in this matter of repentance seeks only the good of those of 
whom the requirement is made, “ Let the wicked forsake his wicked ways, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him turn unto the Lord, and 
He will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for He will abundantly 
pardon” (Isaiah lv, 7). | R. 


‘DEATH OF HORACE 8. ELDREDGE. 

Tue name of General H. S. Eldredge is well known among the Latter-day 
Saints in Utah, England, and elsewhere, from the prominent positions he 
held in Church and business affairs) He was born in Brutus, Cayuga 
County, State of New York, Feb. 6, 1816, and died at his late residence, in 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 6, 1888. In the spring of 1836, he heard, for the first 
time, the Gospel of Christ taught in its fullness, and soon after was baptized. 
When mob violence compelled the Saints to flee from their possessions in 
Far West, Missouri, he was among the number who had to abandon homes 
and farms. 

In 1840 he joined the Saints in their new gathering place, Nauvoo, and he 
and his family were again driven from their homes, in 1846, accompanying 
his chosen people in their exodus to Winter Quarters; remaining there until 
the spring of 1848, when he proceeded to the Great Salt Lake Valley. 

In the early days of Utah, he occupied the positions of Marshall of the 
Territory, member of the Legislature, assessor and collector of taxes, and 
brigadier-general of militia. In 1851 he was ordained one of the First Seven 
Presidents of Seventies. From 1852 to 1854 he presided over the St. Louis 
Conference, and acted as general Church and emigration agent at that place. 

Since 1856 he was a leader in mercantile and financial matters in Utah, 
and latterly held principal positions in the immense establishment of Ziou’s 
Co-operative Mercantile Institution, also in the Deseret Bank and other 
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In 1869-8 he was Church emigration agent at New York, and presided ober 
the European Mission in 1870-1. 

He was a strikingly fine looking man, large in stature, strightforward and 
decisive in his utterance, commanding respect from all, yet genial and sociable. 
His death is a severe loss to the whole community. 

| 

Emiaration Notice —Persons intending to go with the last company of 
this season, October 20th, should send their applications for. passage to this 
Office, as soon as possible, accompanied with full names and ages. 


Tun company of our emigrants that left Liverpool on Saturday, Sept. 15th, 
per S. S. Wisconsin, arrived in New York on Tuesday, Sept. 25th. 


A new edition of the Book of Mormon has recently been ned 00 thie 
Office, from the electrotype plates used in the preceding editions. It is 
printed on good paper, bound in neat, cloth covers, and we will mail it to any 
address at the remarkable low price of 2a. It may be obtained, also, from 
Conference Presidents, Traveling Elders, or any of our book agents. 


THE ANTI-MORMON AGITATION AT SWANSEA 
POLICE COURT PROCEEDINGS AGAINST JARMAN. 
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UTAH NEWS. 
(Summarized from Territorial Papers. ) 
It is said that over 2,000,000 pounds of wool have been shipped 
Nephi this season. 


The Mormon settlement of Manassa, in Colorado, is now a thriving town 
of about 400 inhabitants. 


The Court House of Beaver County was completely destroyed by fire on 
August 30th, with a valuable library and many documents of importance. 
The estimated loss is about $15,000. 7 

A Conference of the Salt Lake Stake of Zion was held on September 3nd 
and 3rd. The speakers made strong appeals to the Latter-day Saints to live 
in accordance with the divine principles of their religion. : 

The Book of Doctrine and Covenants in the Swedish language, translated 
from the English by Elder J. M. Sjodahl, is in process of publication at the 
Deseret News office. It will probably be issued from the press on sale some 
time in October. 

The Provo Pottery is doing a good business. From the extreme north to 
the extreme south of Utah Territory, and from its eastern to its weatern 
border, the excellent pottery made by this home firm is found taking the 
place of the imported ware. 

The Ute and Navajoe Indians located in San Juan County, are causing 
the settlers some uneasiness by, lately, assuming a warlike attitude; and 
Governor West has been solicited to adopt measures for the protection of 
white people in that section. 

The first regatta ever witnessed on the Great Salt Lake drew immense 
crowds to Lake Park and Garfield, on August 30th and 3lst. The remarkable 
buoyancy of the water of that celebrated lake enabled the oarsmen to make 
unusually quick time in their races. 8 
Men John Farr and Co are building a large roller mill near Ogden 


> 
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river. It will mainly be used for chopping grain. Its capacity is 20,000 
ponnds per day. A corn and cob crusher will also be placed in the mill. 
The machinery is of the latest and most improved patterns, and will be run 
by steam. 

One of those excellent institutions of learning, after the pattern established 
by Brigham Young, combining moral, religious, and technical training with 
the regular branches of scholastic education, has been established in Box 
Elder Stake of Zion. The academy was opened in Brigham City on the 3rd 
of September. : 

Judge Charles S. Zane, who made himself unenviably notorious during 
the past four years—by his manifestations of venomous hatred against the 
brethren tried before him for obeying God’s law of celestial marriage—has 
been at last superseded. Apart from the enmity he displayed to all 
“ Mormons,” he was an able judge. 


A much-needed industry has recently been started in Ogden—the canning 
of fruit. There are two establishments now running in that city ; in one of 
them about forty girls are employed in the peeling department, and a 25-horse 
power engine is used to assist in the operation of putting up large quantities 
of the superior fruit for which Utah is celebrated. 

There is a controversy in Salt Sake City regarding the important question 
of the establishment of a system of sewerage. It seems to us that the best 
arguments are presented by those who advocate the disinfection of noxious 
matter by the use of dry earth, and its cartage on to land that would be 
benefited by the fertilizing material thus provided. 


A young man named Charles Stokes was shot and killed in Salt Lake City 
on September Ist, under circumstances indicating that his slayer, « bailiff 
named McManamy, may have to be indicted for murder. A most sorrowful 
feature of the affair was that Stokes bad been mistaken by McManamy for 
another individual whom he desired to arrest for assault. 


The list of cases set for trial in the Utah Courts for the fall term con- 
tains a remarkably large number of names of brethren who are to be 
prosecuted for living with their wives. Doubtless the usual result will 
ensue, the packed juries will convict, and most of the brethren will go to 
prison, preferring punishment rather than refuse to sustain the law of God. 


The Salt Lake City Tabernacle Choir, of which we are proud to have 
been for many years a member, consisting of about 100 singers and instru- 
mentalists, had the usual annual excursion on August 29th. This time they 
visited Springville, a lovely town about 60 miles south of the metropolis, 
where they received a most cordial welcome, and treated the people to a 
tine concert iu exchange for the warm hospitality manifested. 


The numerous beautiful and grand sites for camping-out that abound in 
the mountains and canyons within a radius of 30 miles from Salt Lake 
City, have been well patronized this season. The healthful air, combined 
with the exercise incident to hunting and fishing, or relaxation and rest con- 
nected with a sojourn in those delightful retreats, work wonders in 
recuperating those who are so fortunate as to participate therein. 
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